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All of our sessions are designed to be mixed and matched to allow you 

to create a customized program to meet your specific training needs.  

After you select the programming, we will design a customized mock 

case problem uniquely created for your training.  Please select course 

modules by number. 

 

BASIC FOUNDATIONAL COURSES FOR ALL LITIGATION 

FORUMS  

TSI 101 - Creating a Compelling Case Theory  

(This session is mandatory for all training programs, as it provides the 

underpinning of all other sessions) 

In this session, we will learn the proprietary “MAM” method for deconstructing 

the case facts, applicable law and identifying the emotional components.  Using 

this method trains and teaches advocates to examine each case from every aspect.  

Once sifted and explored, these facets are combined and molded into a powerful 

and effective case theory, which theory will be driven through every other 

component of your preparation and trial.   

This session will consist of learning the “MAM” method and applying the process 

to the mock case problem.  Accompanying the lecture for this session, participants 

will receive proprietary materials describing the “MAM” process in depth.  Then, 

they will go through the experience of deconstructing a case problem and 

rebuilding the case with a compelling case theory which speaks to fact finders on 

the facts, the law and emotion.   

This is a half day (4 hour) or a full day (8 hour) session, as requested.   

 

TSI 102 - Effective Opening Arguments (How to develop, structure and 

deliver a winning opening argument) 

We will learn about the art and science of a winning opening argument, with 

emphasis on structure, content and language.  We will learn how to infuse our 

theory and strike immediately and powerfully.   Participants and faculty will work 

together to brainstorm opening arguments identifying powerful language and 

incorporating theory, theme and “player tags.” 



 

3 

 

After learning the fundamentals of effective opening argument, each participant 

will be on their feet to deliver 6-10 minutes of an opening argument for mock case 

problem, using the skills and techniques learned and driving their theory of the 

case to the listeners.   

This is a half day (4 hour) session.   

 

TSI 103 – Real Evidence: Laying the Foundation for Real Evidence 

This half day session is entirely interactive, with a variety of items of real evidence 

being moved into evidence and argued against by participants.  Participants will 

learn to voir dire on real evidence being offered and argue the law and facts to 

keep evidence out.  Participants will also learn how to effectively handle requests 

by the government to stipulate to a variety of items of real evidence and will 

explore the pros and cons of stipulating in individual cases.   

This is a half day (4 hour) session 

 

TSI 104 – Fending Off the Evidence: How to Limit the Proof at Trial 

In this session, participants will explore advocacy through motions, including the 

creative use of motions in limine to limit opposing counsel’s proof.  Participants 

will receive the proprietary TSI document “Common Objections” and engage in an 

interactive lecture about objecting in court, FRE 403 and avoiding wholesale 

hearsay.  Then, they will listen to a direct or cross and object aloud.  Participants 

will hear testimony taken from actual trials, learn the art and science of objections 

and to preserve a record for appeal and as advocacy.   

This is a half day (4 hour) session. 

 

TSI 105 - The Mechanics of an Effective Direct Examination 

This session will focus on developing an effective overall structure for direct exam, 

letting the witness shine, the building blocks of direct examination, looping and 

transitions.  We will work on seamlessly incorporating physical evidence, exhibits 

and power point presentations into direct examination to drive our theory and tell 

our story. 
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Each participant will prepare and conduct slices of direct examination of a witness 

from the mock case problem and using drill sets, during which time they will use 

the techniques taught and successfully admit a piece of physical evidence.   

This is a half day (4 hour) session and can be extended upon request. 

 

TSI 106 - The Mechanics of Effective Cross Examination and Impeachment 

(“Ninja” Training) 

Participants will use a series of drill exercises to master the mechanics of asking 

leading questions.  This basic module focuses participants on one fact, one 

question and active listening during cross.   

In the second part of this module, participants will learn the art and science of 

proper impeachment, learn where to identify impeachment material, and how to 

properly, effectively use impeachment during cross examination. By the end of this 

session, students will be proficient in the fundamentals of impeachment, namely: 

 COMMIT 

 CREDIT 

 CONFRONT (No Gloating!) 

 

Each participant will be on their feet using what they have learned to properly 

impeach a witness. This one skill is so important to a trial lawyer’s success that 

TSI offers this session and the attendant exercises as a stand-alone, full day 

module. This exercise will be repeated until all participants know how to cleanly 

successfully impeach a witness. 

This is a half day (4 hour) or a full day (8 hour) session, on request. 

 

TSI 107 - How to Structure and Deliver a Persuasive Closing Argument  

We will focus on a theme driven narrative which emphasizes WHY the facts 

incorporated matter and creating a hook (“If it doesn’t fit, you must acquit.”)   We 

will learn how to tell the story of our case with sensory driven, vivid language 

which leaves our listener with an indelible impression.  We will learn the 

performance art of an effective closing, including word choice, body movement 
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and even what to wear.  Lastly, we will learn to how to effectively use the law and 

the physical evidence as you make your closing argument. 

Participants will brainstorm, structure and deliver a 6-8 minute Closing Argument 

which is theory driven, uses sensory language and incorporates the use of physical 

evidence.   

This is a half day (4 hour) or full day (8 hour) session, depending on the number of 

participants.  

 

TSI 108 – The End Game: After You Close, What Next? 

This session focuses on a critical phase of the trial which is often overlooked: how 

do you advocate while the jury is deliberating? Participants will learn about the 

critical strategy decisions involved in the verdict sheet and how to shape the 

verdict sheet so that it is consistent with or allows support for your case theory. 

Participants will also learn how to respond to jury notes in a manner that best 

promotes their cause. 

In the second part of this module, participants will participate in a series of 

exercises involving strategy decisions in the verdict sheets, drafting responses to 

jury notes, and requests for exhibits or read backs. 

This is a half day (4 hour) session. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

6 

 

ADVANCED COURSES FOR ALL LITIGATION FORUMS  

TSI 202 - Witness Prep: How to Prepare a Witness for Credible Testimony 

 We will learn to prepare witnesses to give calm, coherent testimony which clearly 

conveys the core theory of our case and speaks to the central issues in the case. We 

will learn how to teach witnesses the proper format for questions and answers 

during testimony, the process of active listening with controlled language 

responses and how to bring them to an understanding of the central theories and 

themes around the fundamental issues.  Lastly, we will learn to effectively prepare 

witnesses to testify about the weaknesses in the case including their own bad acts 

or criminal record and we will learn to protect your witness on cross examination.    

This is a half day (4 hour) session. 

 

TSI 204 - Creating an Effective Theory Driven Direct Examination 

In this session, we will integrate our witness preparation with the creation of a 

direct examination that seamlessly uses exhibits, visual aids, and demonstrations to 

speak powerfully and evocatively to the jury. In addition, by evaluating the 

potential consequences for the witness after direct testimony, we will learn to 

anticipate within the direct examination any potential pitfalls.  We will focus on 

communicating to the jury, through questions and answers, the central theories and 

themes of the case.   

For this session, participants will properly prepare a witness for direct examination, 

conduct a direct examination of the client or a witness in the mock problem using 

exhibits, visual aids, and demonstrations, and also protect their witness on cross 

examination.   

This is a half day (4 hour) session. 

 

TSI 204 - Creating an Effective Theory Driven Cross Examination 

During this session, we will focus on leaving chronology behind as we learn to 

structure a devastating, theory driven cross examination.  We will learn where to 

start and end, how to effectively cross examine on motive, prior bad acts, and 

admissions.  We will reinforce proper cross examination technique, how to 

effectively control your witness and what things are fodder for and not relevant to 
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cross examination.  We will also work on body language, word selection and voice 

modulation.   

During this full day session, we will explore topics such as: 

 Using contentious witnesses to underscore the case theory; 

 How to lead a sophisticated witness to water AND make them drink; 

 How to choose impeachment material that fits the case theory; 

 How to take advantage of an omission. 

 

This is a full day session. 

 

TSI 206-210:  Cross Examination of Special Witnesses 

These five modules (4 hours each) deal with techniques and strategies for cross 

examination of the following special witnesses:  

206: How to Cross Examine a Child 

207: Cross Examination of a Police Officer 

208: Expert Witness – Medical (Doctor, Medical Examiner, Nurse, EMT) 

209: Expert Witness – Forensic Specialists (Chemists, Ballistics, Arson) 

210: Expert Witness – DNA  

For each session, the participants will be on their feet using what they have learned 

to properly cross examine a special witness. 

These sessions are tailored to the needs of each client and can be half day, whole 

day or multi-day sessions.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

8 

 

FEDERAL PRACTICE COURSES 

Criminal: 

TSI F110 “No Stone Unturned” – Investigation in Federal Cases 

This session focuses on exploring case files and documents and expanding beyond 

the government’s evidence to find witnesses, physical, or documentary evidence 

which you will need to fight the government’s evidence.  Some of the types of 

cases we will focus on are: 

 Fraud (wire or mail, securities, or employment) 

 Conspiracy 

 Money Laundering  

 Sting operations 

 

This session will consist of a lecture and interactive mock file document review, 

and group exercises where together, we learn to identify charging errors, legal 

weaknesses revealed when comparing statutory charge elements to accusations, 

early areas for investigation, potential witnesses for early interviews and learn to 

start the defense off strong.   

This is a half day (4 hour) module.   

 

TSI F111 “The Blue Unicorn” – I got a Pre-Trial Hearing! Now what? 

How to use a Pre-Trial Hearing, should you be lucky enough to get one. 

Using actual direct examinations from a variety of suppression hearings, 

participants will learn how to identify important avenues for both suppression and 

trial, and practice how to break down into single frames each portion of the action, 

and how to convert long narrative answers into short, pointed, leading questions 

that might be useful for impeachment at trial. 

This is a half day (4 hour) module.   

 

TSI F112 - The Strategy of Federal Jury Selection 

In this session, participants will learn to identify the “perfect” juror qualifications 

for their case using their case theory.  Then, they will learn to create questions that 



 

9 

 

would expose the characteristics that the “perfect” juror would have for their case.  

Participants will also learn how to assess the profiles of the actual jurors in order to 

select those jurors most optimally suited to their case.   

We will then explore how to get the Judge to ask your submitted questions to 

jurors, learn techniques that might persuade the Judge to allow you to ask 

questions directly to the venire, and practice effective “for cause” challenges in 

federal court.   

This is a half day (4 hour) session. 

 

TSI F114 - Creating an Effective Cross Examination for Federal Witnesses 

During this session, we will focus on leaving chronology behind as we learn to 

structure a devastating, theory driven cross examination.  We will learn where to 

start and end, how to deal with the unique challenges presented by government 

agents and cooperators in federal court, including crossing on the notorious 5K1 

Letter that government cooperators or “rats” receive.  We will reinforce proper 

cross examination technique, how to effectively control your witness and what 

things are fodder for and not relevant to cross examination.  We will also work on 

body language, word selection and voice modulation.   

Included in this session, participants will create a cross and then be on their feet 

executing a theory driven cross of such witnesses as: 

 a government agent 

 a cooperator 

 an ordinary civilian witness 

 on “conscious avoidance” theory charge 

 on a conspiracy theory charge 

This is a full day (8 hour) session and can be enlarged upon request. 

 

TSI F115 – Dealing with Intercepted Phone Calls and Tape Recordings 

In this four hour module, we will examine and explore strategies for: (1) limiting 

the use of intercepted phone calls and tape recordings, including crafting motions 

in limine targeting (with scalpel-like precision) those portions of the recordings 

most susceptible to attack; (2) shaping the presentation of tape recorded evidence 
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to support your case theory; and (3) using special cross examination techniques to 

either discredit or reduce the validity of any damaging recordings.  

This is an interactive lecture using examples of recorded evidence from actual 

trials in the Southern District of New York. 

 

TSI F116 – Dealing with the Use of Social Media as “Proof” 

This latest craze on the part of the DOJ to use postings on Facebook, Instagram, 

YouTube and other social media as admissions for the purpose of proving guilt is 

ripe for attack, and this four hour module will demonstrate how participants can 

challenge, through both cross examination and direct evidence presented on the 

defense case, the legitimacy of the assumptions underlying the concept of social 

media as “admissions.” In addition, this module will demonstrate how to use cross 

examination to discredit both law enforcement witnesses and cooperators who 

“interpret” the social media postings. 

Participants, through cross examination and direct examination exercises designed 

with social media excerpts from actual trials, will challenge both the authenticity 

and the probative value of social media evidence. 

Civil: 

TSI F118 - Cross Examination of Federal Witnesses in Civil Practice 

During this session, we will focus on how to deal with the unique challenges 

presented by witnesses for the SEC, IRS, and other government agencies, as well 

as non-government expert witnesses in civil trials. We will reinforce proper cross 

examination technique, how to effectively control your witness and what things are 

fodder for and not relevant to cross examination.  We will also work on body 

language, word selection and voice modulation.   

Included in this session, participants will create a cross and then be on their feet 

executing a theory driven cross of such witnesses as: 

 an IRS agent 

 a forensic accountant 

 current and former employees of a corporate defendant  

 “hybrid” witnesses (both fact and expert) 

This is a full day (8 hour) session and can be enlarged upon request. 
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STATE PRACTICE COURSES  

Criminal:   

TSI S101 - Investigation, Interviewing and Legal Issue Spotting 

In this interactive session, we will begin by identifying potential areas of 

investigation, including using subpoena power, motions to compel and learn to 

identify and target potential witnesses for investigative interviewing.  We will 

learn techniques to successfully interview fact witnesses and build on interviews 

using newly discovered information to create depth in our investigation and to 

flesh facts.  We will learn to spot legal issues and identify potential legal 

weaknesses for both the prosecution and defense, so as to better identify those 

cases which will most likely make for solid theory and a successful outcome at 

trial.   

This is a half day (4 hour) session. 

 

TSI S103 - Anticipation: How to Uncover the Case Theory before Trial  

In this session, we will learn how to use motion practice and subpoena power to 

compel discovery from the other side. Additionally, we will work together to 

identify the finite case theories we will confront and learn to understand our 

adversary’s posture ahead of trial.  Once we understand our adversary’s theory, we 

will brainstorm anticipated objections to witnesses and evidence and prepare to 

win these battles.  We will then learn to present a case which confronts the 

opposing theory directly and discredits it.    

This is a half day (4 hour) session. 

 

TSI S108 – Cross Examination of the Police Officer  

In this very popular module, we will focus on leaving chronology behind as we 

learn to structure a devastating, theory driven cross examination designed to 

overcome police officer resistance.  Participants will learn where to start and end, 

why the first three questions can be critical to success and how to make them 

count.  Participants will learn proper cross examination technique, how to 

effectively control your witness and what things are fodder for and not relevant to 
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cross examination.  We will also work on body language, word selection and voice 

modulation.    

Each participant will prepare and deliver a 6-8 minute cross examination using the 

techniques learned and receiving live, instantaneous feedback designed to sharpen 

performance.   

Additionally, each participant will be video and audio taped using their own 

mobile device.  These performances will be reviewed in an individual session with 

a faculty member on days nine or ten. The focus of this critique will be the 

unspoken communication the advocate is giving during the demonstration.  We 

want to train advocates to send one consistent message with both the spoken and 

unspoken language they are using in the courtroom.    

This is a half day (4 hour) or a full day (8 hour) session, on request. 

 

TSI S110 – Common Objections in State Court  

Review of the “Common Objections” TSI Booklet and the proper use of the actual 

objection as advocacy.   Participants will listen to a direct or cross from actual 

trials, and the art and science of objections to preserve a record for appeal and as 

advocacy. 

This is a half day (4 hour) session. 

 

 


